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a “She’s rough, but she’s ready,” said one of the carpenters, after 

s of Eo putting the “finishing touches” to the one room log schoolhouse they 

gree had built in one of the mountain valleys. “Rough, but Ready,” or “Rough 

crip- and Ready” stuck as a name for one of the places where I preached 

os occasionally when in Home Missions work in Southwest Virginia. 

even 

pn God selects His diamonds in the rough. He chose Simon, the man 
of sand, and made him a rock: He took John, one of the “sons of 
thunder”, and made the great apostle of love. He made “doubting 
Thomas” a man of faith. He transformed a swearing tinker into the 

. author of Pilgrim’s Progress. 

| the 

aan Only God can work such miracles. It took a God of Patience and 

Boe Perseverance and Power and Love and Grace to make Jacob, the 

sion” trickster, into Israel, a prince with God. It took many years and the 

New- experiences of visions from heaven and all night wrestling matches, 

re is sorrows and tragedy to do this. God kept on until He had finished 

does the task of redeeming grace. 

Gali- 

a God has to chasten us, because He loves us. May He grant that 

In we shall not faint, but have courage and patience and love and faith 

have and gratitude and a glad submission to His will, through Jesus Christ. 

Pres- —Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
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At the Assembly: 
The Moderator: 





“All in favor say 
‘Aye’”: “Aye”. “All opposed say 
‘Aye’”: “AYE!” (slight pause). 
“Well, I suppose the ‘Ayes’ have it!” 

Dr. Glenn Harris (Fraternal Dele- 
gate from the UPUSA Church): “I 
came to this Assembly prepared. Be- 
fore coming I read the Blue Book, Dr. 
Bright’s A HISTORY OF ISRAEL and 
the “Presbyterian Outlook”. (!) 


Dr. B. L. Hamilton (Fraternal Del- 
egate from the ARP Church): “Some 
of us hope that there will be, one of 
these days, down here in the South, 
an Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, U. S.!” 


Dr. P. D. Miller (near the end of 
the last day): “I rest under no illu- 
sions about the feelings of this court 
at approximately 5:10 p. m. and I am 
convinced that anybody who presumes 
to speak at this point is talking money 
out of the plate from the start!” 

Dr. Ben L. Rose (Chm. of Church 
Extension): “An average of one in- 
dustrial plant worth $1 million has 
been built every day during the past 
ten years somewhere in the South!” 










On the way out to the airport we 
passed the “Holy Rosary” Roman 
Catholic Church. Parked in front of 
the entrance to the church, with a 
big sign over it, was a fisherman’s 
dream: an outboard cruiser & trailer. 
The sign read: “Big drawing will be 
held May 26th. Donations, $1’’. 





(For the information of those who 
did not go): The Riverside Church 
boasts a large, covered patio, open 
most of the way around, for semi- 
outdoor family gatherings. On this 
patio they distributed comfortable 
furniture for easy sitting and installed 
loud speakers so you could hear the 
proceedings going on inside. Scattered 
around were refreshment stands where 
volunteers served (free) coffee, fruit 
juices, soft drinks and cookies. Now 
you know why the vote on a motion 
often totalled considerably less than 
the total number of Commissioners 
registered! 
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ASSEMBLY ADOPTS CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGES 
URGES SPEEDIER DESEGREGATION 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — In other 
major actions not reported here last 
week, the 100th Assembly approved a 
new Book of Church Order and a 
Directory for Worship and sent these 
down to the Presbyteries for a single 
categorical vote on each. In the most 
spirited debate of the meeting it 
struck out of a Standing Commit- 
tee’s report a paragraph which would 
have implied criticism of the U. S. 
for the first use of atomic 
weapons in war. And, after beating 
down attempts to modify or soften 
the language of its resolution, it 
passed by the unprecedentedly close 
vote of 186 to 208 a “strong and 
urgent reaffirmation of the 1954 As- 
sembly’s stand” in race relations, call- 


ing upon the trustees of the Church’s 
institutions to “open the doors of our 
institutions to qualified students with- 
out regard to social distinctions’’. 
(See detailed account which follows). 


It also postponed until the 1961 
meeting the report of its Committee to 
prepare a Brief Statement of Belief 
and of its Committee to report on the 
advisability of changing Chapter III 
of the Confession of Faith as to the 
doctrine of Predestination. 


In less publicized but equally sig- 
nificant actions the Assembly refused 
to oppose the nomination of a Roman 
Catholic for President; turned back 
a resolution by its retiring Moderator, 
Dr. E. T. Thompson, which would 


have had the effect of making its 
Committee on the Minister and his 
Work a stronger watch-dog in the af- 
fairs of ministers who find themselves 
in difficulty for “speaking the mind 
of the Assembly in love’ — an ob- 
vious reference to the racial situation; 
and tabled, without so much as hear- 
ing an explanation of the motion, an 
effort to encourage the Board of Ed- 
ucation to give closer attention to 
the Reformed and Evangelical con- 
tent of our literature. 


Also approved were plans for wide- 
spread Centennial celebrations during 
1961 featuring Evangelistic Cavalcades 
in 80 cities throughout the South. Cen- 
tennial Sunday will be observed Oc- 
tober 15, 1961. 





The Assembly In Detail 


Thursday Evening 


Four leaders of the Church were 
nominated to the office of Moderator. 
Dr. R. Matthew Lynn of Midland, Tex., 
was nominated by Dr. Lawrence I. 
Stell, Charlotte, N. C., and Dr. Hubert 
Hopper, Dallas, Tex.; Dr. H. E. Russell, 
Memphis, Tenn., by Dr. M. Graham 
Clark, the School of the Ozarks and 
Elder Brantley D. Burns, Knoxville, 
Tenn.; Dr. James Sprunt, Staunton, 
Va., by the Rev. Raymond F. Kepler, 
Staunton, Va., and Elder Ralph E. 
Moore of the Bachman Home, Cleve- 
land, Tenn.; Dr. Marion A. Boggs, by 
Dr. Sam Burney Hay, Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
and Dr. John Randolph Taylor, Wash- 
ington, D. C. Dr. Boggs was elected 
on the second ballot. 


A Commission was appointed which 
inducted Dr. James A. Millard as new 
Stated Clerk of the Assembly during 
the 11:00 o’clock worship hour on 
Sunday. 


Nineteen Chaplains in the Armed 
Forces were recognized and introduced 
to the Assembly. 


Friday was spent in meetings of the 
Standing Committees, considering the 


business of the Assembly before it was 
brought to the floor. For the first 
time in several years there was no 
judicial business referred to the As- 
sembly and no appeals or complaints 
received. There was also an unusual- 
ly small number of overtures: 29. 


Friday Evening 


Fraternal delegates, the Rev. Carlos 
Rodriguez, Treasurer of the Mexican 
Church, Dr. W. Glenn Harris of Bir- 
mingham, Mich., from the UPUSA 








Boggs receives gavel from Thompson. 
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Church and Elder B. L. Hamilton, 
Sharon, S. C. from the ARP Church, 
spoke briefly to the Assembly. Inter- 
estingly enough, the only Fraternal 
Delegate to speak to the perennial 
question of church union was Dr. Ham- 
ilton. 


ADULT WORK 


Consideration of Ad Interim com- 
mittees began with the report of the 
Committee on Adult Work, Dr. New- 
man Faulconer, Greenville, S. C., 
Chairman. The sense of the report, 
interrupted by the evening recess and 
completed Saturday morning, was that 
the adult work of the Church should 
remain as is but be implemented more 
fully. Most pressing question before 
the Committee had been the possible 
dissolution of the Board of Women’s 
Work and the establishment of a de- 
partment similar to Men’s Work, with- 
in the Board of Education. The Com- 
mittee was continued (adopted with 
a scattering of “no’s’’) to make a fi- 
nal report in 1961. 


Saturday Morning 
REVISION OF CONFESSION 


The Committee studying possible 
revision of the sections of the Confes- 








sion of Faith dealing with Predestina- 
tion was continued to make its report 
in 1961. Meanwhile the Assembly au- 
thorized the Committee to seek opin- 
ions from the membership of the 
Church. (Anyone interested in ex- 
pressing his opinion may write the 
Chairman, Dr. John H. Leith, Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va.). 


MODERATOR’S REPORT 


As a part of his Moderator’s report 
Dr. E. T. Thompson brought in a 
“Message to the Nation” prepared by 
joint Committees of the US and the 
UPUSA Churches (at the behest of 
the two Moderators) speaking to a 
number of social problems up for dis- 
cussion before the Assembly such as 
birth control and sex in marriage, the 
equal responsibility of management 
and labor in secular vocations, the 
dignity and equality of all men before 
the law and the need to seek means 
of international disarmament. Thus, 
by approving the Moderator’s report 
to the Assembly, several matters which 
might have otherwise become contro- 
versial issues were settled without de- 
bate. 


JUDICIAL BUSINESS 


The Committee on Judicial Business 
brought several important matters be- 
fore the Assembly, but all were adopted 
in routine, almost casual fashion. The 
Rev. Joseph B. Ledford, Kansas City, 
Mo., Chairman, brought in a new Book 
of Church Order, and a new Directory 
for Worship, which were approved. 
The Directory for Worship is being 
sent down for study by the Presby- 
teries, not for adoption. The new 
Book of Church Order, which is to be 
adopted, allows ministers of any Re- 
formed body to perform, temporarily, 
pastoral functions in US churches. 
It also includes the section on United 
Churches, voted for by 62 of the Pres- 
byteries, but not recommended by the 
Revision Committee. It was inserted 
on account of the Presbytery vote and 
“in view of an understanding” with 
the UPUSA body through the Stated 
Clerks. 


A request by Greenbrier Presbytery 
that the Assembly rule on the pos- 
sibility of a minister receiving ordina- 
tion from both the Presbyterian 
Church and the Episcopal Church was 
answered in an opinion which affirmed 
that dual ordination “is contrary to 
Presbyterian doctrine’. It was un- 
derstood that a minister of Greenbrier 
Presbytery had left the Presbyterian 
Church when faced with the necessity 


to choose between the Presbyterian 
and the Episcopal Churches in a local 
situation. 


The question of returning the desig- 
nation of “Committee” to present 
“Commissions” on the Minister and 
his Work never came up for discus- 
sion. 


GENERAL COUNCIL 


Dr. John McKinnon, Knoxville, pre- 
sented the report of the General Coun- 
cil, with repeated references to the 
need to see that all causes get their 
share of benevolent money given by 
the Church. Referring to the problem 
of equalization, Dr. McKinnon said, 
“The Equalization Fund helps, but it is 
not enough’’. 


During the debate, a recommenda- 
tion that capital funds campaigns be 
separated from regularly budgeted 
benevolences at the congregational 
level came in for considerable atten- 
tion. At stake was the accepted pro- 
cedure of considering capital funds 
campaigns and other special cam- 
paigns as “over and above” budget 
items. Elder Virgil Casto, Charles- 
ton, W. Va., moved the elimination of 
the recommendation. A_ substitute, 
moved by Dr. Lawrence Stell, Char- 
lotte, and seconded by Dr. Julian 
Lake, Winston-Salem, passed, to the 
effect that no special campaigns be 
undertaken by congregations until reg- 
ularly budgeted benevolences have 
been accepted. Speaking against the 
motion which prevailed were Dr. John 
R. Cunningham, Charlotte, Rev. Rich- 
ard Hardie, Little Rock, Rev. C. L. 
McDonald, Rabun Gap, Ga. Speaking 
for the motion were the Rev. A. D. 
Ellison, Charleston, W. Va., and Elder 
H. H. Hurst, Bellaire, Tex. 


Before the Assembly voted on the 
report, Dr. H. B. Dendy, Weaverville, 
N. C., spoke against another recom- 
mendation of the Committee which 
called for plans looking to the estab- 
lishment of a Central Treasury and 
even greater equalization than now 
obtains (under which some $30,000 of 
the Joy Gift for needy ministers went 
to the Equalization Fund this past 
year). Before debate on this recom- 
mendation could get under way, the 
Rev. Gary Jones, Forth Worth, Tex., 
“called for the question” and the major 
part of the report carried. 


The General Council Committee rec- 
ommended a negative reply to a re- 
quest from Louisiana Presbytery for 
a study of the relation of the Tithe 
to Christian stewardship. However, 
after remarks by the Rev. John Ne- 
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ville, Alexandria, La., a motion by 
Elder Gardner A. Beckett of St. Pet- 
ersburg, Fla., prevailed, the Com- 
mittee was reversed, and the study ap- 
proved. 


BILLS AND OVERTURES 


Elder Joe Wells, Austin, Tex., made 
the report for Bills and Overtures, 
which featured a request to instruct 
Boards and Agencies to sell any to- 
bacco stocks they might have. Another 
overture asked that Presbyteries be 
encouraged to solicit the opinions of 
absentee members on constitutional 
questions. 


There was no debate on the Com- 
mittee’s recommendation to answer 
the tobacco overture in the negative 
(it is understood that the Board of 
World Missions disposed of its securi- 
ties some time ago), but several mem- 
bers of the Assembly felt themselves 
constrained to speak for or against 
smoking and other uses of tobacco. The 
second overture was answered in the 
negative without debate. 


Before lunch, the Stated Clerk read 
a list of 37 ministers who had died 
since the last meeting of the Assembly 
and Dr. Edgar A. Woods led in prayer. 


Saturday Afternoon 


ASSEMBLY’S OFFICE 


In a routine action, the Assembly 
adopted the report of the Committee 
on Assembly’s Office which recom- 
mended that an overture asking for 
changes in the statistical reports be 
answered in the negative; and that 
another overture asking that vacant 
churches be sent free copies of the 
Minutes be answered in the negative. 


Also in connection with the report 
of the Standing Committee the Per- 
manent Committee on the Assembly’s 
Office will consider and make 
recommendations to the next General 
Assembly on ways in which the Mod- 
erator can better serve the Church 
during his term. A new Committee 
on Assembly Operation was approved 
to take the place of the Committee on 
the Assembly’s Office, and a manual 
was adopted for its operation. And 
finally (without debate, to the sur- 
prise of many) the tax rate was upped 
from 2ic to 27c per capita, largely 
because of the increased expenses as- 
sociated with the Moderator’s: and the 
Stated Clerk’s offices; and because 
travel and other expenses associated 
with meetings of the Assembly have 
gone up. 
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ANNUITIES AND RELIEF 


The Committee on Annuities and 
Relief recommended through its Chair- 
man, Mr. Price H. Gwynn, III, Char- 
lotte, that the Annuity Plan as it re- 
lates to widows be left as is. 


The Committees on the Survey and 
on TRAV (Radio and TV) reported 
increasing effectiveness in their respec- 
tive work and the Assembly voted 
commendation and increased support. 


The Committee on the Minister and 
his Work recommended the election of 
four co-opted lay members to the 
General Assembly’s Committee, an- 
nounced a joint conference in Mon- 
treat, August 10 and 11, with the 
Board of Annuities and Relief and 
suggested that the Assembly certify 
the expenses of moving a minister 
and his family and goods to be a 
church expense, for the information 
of the Internal Revenue Service which 
apparently has questioned the practice 
in isolated instances. 


All of the above reports were 
adopted with little or no opposition in 
an atmosphere remarkably free of con- 
troversy. 


WORLD MISSIONS 


The unanimity of the Assembly dis- 
appeared, however, when the World 
Missions report came in. Most of the 
strength primed to slap the Board on 
the wrist for its policies in Mexico and 
to force the appointment of a com- 
mittee to study the entire philosophy 
of our World Missions enterprise had 
evaporated in the Standing Committee 
where face-to-face meetings with rep- 
resentatives of the Mexican Church 
and the Mexican Mission had estab- 
lished conclusively that more confu- 
sion and misunderstanding lay back of 
the overtures which had come up than 
real knowledge of the situation. 


The Standing Committee not only 
recommended answering all overtures 
in the negative, it also recommended 
an expression of “complete confi- 
dence” in the Board. This set off 
spirited debate which was not con- 
cluded until Monday morning. During 
the course of the debate, the Rev. 
Richard Hardie moved that the “‘com- 
plete confidence” phrase be stricken 
from the paragraph in which the over- 
tures were answered and placed else- 
where. Dr. E. T. Thompson moved a 
substitute to the effect that the Board 
itself (in conjunction with representa- 
tives from the fields and from other 
churches) consider making a study of 


its own policies. The Rev. W. H. Crane 
from our Congo Mission urged the 
Assembly to encourage such a study, 
indicating his disagreement not only 
with present administrative policies 
but also with the theology of the 
Board of Missions as well. 


Others were preparing to join the 
debate but a call from the floor for a 
hearing from the Board itself brought 
Dr. James A. Jones to the platform. 
In his own inimitable way Dr. Jones 
settled the question by pointing out 1) 
that the Board is constantly studying 
its own policy; that 2) our flexible 
policy of adjusting to the differing 
needs of the separate fields is su- 
perior to any single, overall policy for 
all fields; and that 3) the Board cer- 
tainly is not opposed to any sugges- 
tion that it continue to study its policy. 
When the vote came it was almost 
unanimous. 


Also debated, in connection with 
the World Missions report, was a res- 
olution deploring the continuing per- 
secution of Protestants in the Republic 
of Colombia. The Assembly spent 
some time trying to decide what to do 
with the resolution once passed. One 
or two Commissioners wanted to ad- 
dress the government of the Republic 
of Colombia directly with the protest. 
Still others wanted to direct the action 
to the National Council of Churches 
and to the Committee on Cooperation 
in Latin America. Still others, ask- 
ing for a division in any ballot men- 
tioning the NCC and any other body 
in the same breath, indicated that 
they didn’t want to cast a positive 
vote for any motion in which the NCC 
was mentioned. After the parliamen- 
tary tangle was untangled, the resolu- 
tion passed without any referral. 


CHRISTIAN RELATIONS 


Easily the most controversial re- 
port of the Assembly was that of the 
Christian Relations Committee, con- 
taining references to atomic warfare, 
to desegregation, to the election of a 
Roman Catholic to the Presidency, and 
capital punishment. 


Representation on the Standing 
Committee had been inordinately lop- 
sided, representing a balance of some 
5 to 1. The problem faced by the 
Committee early became, not one of 
approving or disapproving the mat- 
ters before it, but how strong to make 
its report. (When the report reached 
the floor of the Assembly, debate 
swirled, not around validity of the ac- 
tions proposed, but around the alleged 
severity of the report). The minority 
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of the Committee overwhelmingly out- 
numbered, had wondered how best to 
register dissent. They had been as- 
sured by the Chairman, Neil O. Davis, 
Auburn, Ala., that the most effective 
way would be, not through a minority 
report, but by signing their names in 
dissent to the majority report. 


When the Committee’s report 
reached the floor, unexpected opposi- 
tion appeared to a paragraph in which 
it was said that “although seemingly 
the war’s outcome (W.W.II) was not 
in doubt, we dropped the Bomb on two 
Japanese cities, immediately killing 
more than 100,000 men, women and 
children and adversely affecting thou- 
sands of others including unborn gen- 
erations . . . And we have continued 
to endanger others by continued tests”’. 


The opposition, which exploded all 
over the Assembly, urged it to stay 
out of the realm of military science 
and tactics. Dr. L. C. LaMotte, Max- 
ton, N. C., introduced an amendment 
seeking to soften the language. Elder 
L. B. Graveley, III, Gainesville, Fla., 
moved to strike out the whole para- 
graph. Dr. Frank B. Hall, Wilming- 
ton, N. C., opposed tampering with 
the paragraph. Elder John B. Me- 
Lean, Palestine, Tex., and Chaplain 
H. B. Foran, England Air Force Base, 
La., supported changing the Commit- 
tee’s report. The vote to strike out 
the reference to America’s guilt in 
the matter of atomic warfare carried 
310 to 99. 


The Assembly next changed a ref- 
erence to the United Nations as “the 
agency now in existence that holds 
the greatest promise of progress to- 
ward disarmament and a more peace- 
ful world’’, to “an agency which holds 
promise ... etc.”’. 


The sensitive problem of race re- 
lations came up next, with a recom- 
mendation that the trustees of the 
Church’s institutions be reminded of 
the action of the 1954 Assembly (tak- 
en before the Supreme Court decision) 
urging the opening of the doors of 
those institutions to qualified stu- 
dents “without regard to social dis- 
tinctions;” and charging that “many 
Synods and institutions have not act- 
ed on this matter or have taken con- 
trary actions”. 


Dr. Horace L. Villee, Columbus, 
Miss., tried to move a negative answer 
to the overture from Potomac Presby- 
tery, but his motion was ruled out 
of order. 

Rev. Charles E. Johnson, Durham, 
N. C., spoke in favor of the Commit, 
tee’s report, pointing out that we can 


not now invite students from certain 
foreign countries to attend our institu- 
tions here. He was supported by the 
Rev. W. H. Crane, of the Congo, who 
mentioned that Congolese students are 
being invited to attend universities be- 
hind the iron curtain, but they can- 
not be invited to attend universities 
in the southern U. S. The Rev. E. 
Frank Lothery, Hot Springs, Ark., 
asked Mr. Crane if missionary chil- 
dren in the Congo attend school with 
the Congolese children. Mr. Crane 
said he confessed with shame they do 
not. 


Dr. F. A. Mathes, Coral Gables, 
Fla., urged moderation, pointing out 
that race relations in the South have 
steadily worsened. 


Dr. D. B. Walthall, Atlanta, Ga., 
spoke for the Committee’s report, as 
did the Rev. Gary M. Jones, Conroe, 
Tex. 


Dr. L. C. LaMotte, Maxton, N. C., 
urged patience upon the Assembly, 
asking it to recognize, in its pending 
action, that “there are many adver- 
saries” and that it may not be possible 
to move as rapidly as the Assembly 
would seem to expect, if the language 
of the report is to be taken at face 
value. Other Commissioners wanted 
to know which Synods and institu- 
tions “have taken contrary actions’? 


The Rev. John J. Mueller, Durant, 
Okla., spoke in favor of retaining the 
strong language of the report and Dr. 
John Randolph Taylor, Washington, 
D. C., without calling the name of the 
institution, made reference to “the 
recent action of our most outstanding 
educational institution for young 
men” recently voting to remain segre- 
gated for the time being. 


When the vote came on the para- 
graph containing the segregation ref- 
erences, it passed, 178 to 208. 


After the vote, Dr. Charles G. Mc- 
Clure, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., pointed out 
to the Assembly that, in order to keep 
the record straight, it is not entirely 
accurate to say that we have no insti- 
tutions which Negroes may attend, — 
mentioning Stillman College. He also 
deplored the increasingly numerous 
references to the “mind of Christ” in 
Assembly declarations, affirming that 
many sincere Christians do not believe 
the 1954 Assembly spoke the mind of 
Christ. 


Dr. Julian Lake, Winston - Salem, 
asked the Assembly to permit its Com- 
mittees henceforth to bring in two 


reports in controversial issues, argu- 
ing that the necessity to reach an 
agreement in Committee often pre- 
vents a report from being as strong 
as it might otherwise be if those who 
are agreed could prepare their report 
without reference to others who dis- 
agree. The Assembly voted down the 
motion after hearing arguments to the 
effect that Committees exist primarily 
to hammer out agreements between 
opposing views in order to spare the 
time of the Assembly itself. 


The rest of the report of Christian 
Relations, adopted as a whole, con- 
tained a paragraph (which was not 
debated) instructing the Permanent 
Committee to continue its study of 
capital punishment and calling on it 
not to content itself with the Biblical 
teaching on the subject, but to study 
also the “cumulative experience of 
man’’, bearing in mind the need to 
rehabilitate criminals, and to “mediate 
God’s redemption in Christ to all 
men”: A highly suggestive paragraph, 
to say the least. 


In a later action, taken as a supple- 
ment to the major action on Christian 
Relations, the Assembly unexpectedly 
rejected a resolution by Dr. Charles 
G. McClure asking it, “in view of our 
nation’s Protestant heritage,” to re- 
cord its opposition to a Roman Cath- 
olic for President. The Committee’s 
report on this resolution deemed it 
“inappropriate” for an Assembly to 
endorse or condemn any individual can- 
didate, declaring that “we do not have 
a clear and consistent statement from 
the Roman Catholic Church concern- 
ing the freedom of its members’ con- 
science in matters of public policy’. 
It also claimed that such an expression 
would be misunderstood as religious 
prejudice. 


The only two Commissioners to 
speak formally to the motion were 
the Rev. Robert G. Balnicky, Union, 
S. C., and the Rev. Charles Johnson, 
Durham, N. C. Both former Roman 
Catholics, they spoke on opposite sides 
of the question. Mr. Balnicky, con- 
verted at age 21, expressed his “great 
disappointment” that the Committee 
should have brought in a negative re- 
ply to Dr. McClure’s resolution. Mr. 
Johnson offered his opinion to the 
effect that any action such as pro- 
posed in the resolution would tend 
to establish Roman Catholics more 
firmly in their opposition to Protes- 
tantism. 


To the surprise of many observers, 


the Assembly supported the Standing 
Committee. 
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Monday Afternoon 
INTERCHURCH RELATIONS 


For the first time in many years, 
the Committee on Interchurch Rela- 
tions brought in a report largely har- 
monious. It recommended that the 
overtures seeking to reopen union ne- 
gotiations be answered in the negative, 
that the Assembly decline to partici- 
pate in the construction of a $20,- 
000,000 National Presbyterian cathe- 
dral in Washington, that a “Permanent 
Theological Committee” of nine be 
nominated and that the National 
Council of Churches be supported. Ex- 
cept for the last recommendation, the 
report was adopted without debate. 


Two resolutions had been introduced 
and referred to the Committee bear- 
ing upon our relationship with the 
NCC. The Rev. William Van Auken, 
Houston, asked that the Committee 
study the recent charges made against 
the NCC in the notorious Air Force 
Manual hassle. This request was ap- 
proved and the permanent representa- 
tives of the Church to the NCC itself 
were authorized to make the study. 


A resolution had been introduced 
by Dr. John R. Richardson, Atlanta, 
Ga., asking for a special committee 
of lawyers to study the constitutional 
legality of our membership in the NCC. 
The Standing Committee recommend- 
ed a negative reply, which was adopt- 
ed without further debate. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 


The report on Christian Education 
was also adopted without debate. A 
motion by the Rev. John C. Neville, 
Jr., Alexandria, La., to amend the re- 
port by asking the Division of Pub- 
lications to publish only those materials 
conforming to the historic position of 
the Standards of the Church was mild- 
ly booed when introduced and tabled 
before Mr. Neville had opportunity to 
explain his motion. 


In the body of the report which 
was adopted, an overture asking for 
a change in the quarterly plan of the 
S. S. lesson material was answered in 
the negative because the new ma- 
terials, soon to be published, will pre- 
sumably permit greater flexibility in 
use. Another overture, asking that 
fully qualified Directors of Christian 
Education be employed as Regional 
Directors was answered in the negative 
on the grounds that the Board of Ed- 
ucation already has the authority to 
do this. Still another overture asking 


(Cont. on p. 15, Col. 1) 
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“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 





HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville S. C. 


J. A. Ellison Mgor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville S. C. 


A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville S. C. 


R. P. Crumley, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Lancaster S. C. 


B. L. Plyler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 


D. B. Smith, Mor.-Prop 


Belk’'s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 


J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 


J. H. Lyles, Mor -Prop. 
Belk’s Department Store 


Laurens, S. C. 
J. T. Holmes, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 


J. S. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 


Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 


F. B. Hagins, Mgr.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Honea Path, S. C. 

T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 

W. M. Gettys, Jr., Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 

Jack Gilliland, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mogr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 


J. E. Smith, Mor.-Prop. 
KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mor.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Maor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 


T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Mt. Sterling, Ky. 
Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 

Frankfort, Ky. 

Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mgar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 


W. H. Wade, Maor.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mgor.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 





Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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The 100th General 


Assembly— 
An Evaluation 


Many factors influence the decisions 
reached by any large deliberative body 
such as a Convention or an Assembly. 
Sometimes the decisions faithfully re- 
flect the considered judgment of the 
body. Sometimes they reflect the 
skill of a few who adroitly maneuver 
this or that motion to a successful pas- 
sage. Sometimes they reflect honest 
doubt. In any case, an accurate evalua- 
tion is seldom obtained by simply to- 
talling the sum of the actions taken. 

In Presbyterian Assemblies, at any 
rate, the decisions reached also reflect 
the particular temper of this or that 
Standing Committee and the vocal in- 
terest of particular Commissioners. 


In this Assembly there was a dearth 
of strong leadership on either “side” 
of the questions that came up. Strong 
men there were, but few. The debate 
— and there was remarkably little — 
occasionally reflected indecision or a 
lack of insight. 


At the same time, the Commis- 
sioners seemed better informed than 
usually. When the issues were clear- 
cut the Assembly knew which way it 
wanted to go — and it went, often 
with little or no discussion. Long re- 
ports including involved questions were 
adopted in almost routine fashion, oc- 
casionally because the controversial is- 
sues were not apparent but most often 
because many Commissioners seemed 
to be saying, “‘Let’s not bring that up 
for useless discussion: let’s vote and 
get it out of the way”. 





BDIJORIALS 


The Assembly And 
The Young Turks 


In the days of Solomon it was “the 
voice of the turtle.” In these later, 
more critical times, it is the voice 
of that rebel who is pleased to call 
himself the “young Turk”. And the 
voice of the “young Turks” was loud 
in the 100th Assembly. 


A “young Turk” is not quite as 
radical as a “theological Beatnik”, 
but he’s a first cousin. At least a 
second cousin. His early religious ex- 
perience probably occurred in the con- 
text of a “class” church and a liberal 
ministry. He went to a state univer- 
sity or to a sophisticated denomi- 
national college, which is sometimes 
as bad. He completed his theological 
education in the unedifying environ- 
ment of a seminary prizing “free en- 
quiry” under the implicit if not explicit 
motto: “religion is man’s eternal quest 
for Truth”. 


Social convention addresses him 
with the title, “Reverend”, but the 
designation ill fits him for there isn’t 
much that he holds sacred. What 
little religious purpose he sees in life 
he interprets in terms of social justice, 
economic equality and political nega- 
tivism. He belittles the heritage of 


the past and derides the dignities of 
the present. His private conversation 
reflects appreciation for “The New 
Yorker” and “Esquire” and his sense 
of propriety does not preclude the 
use of an occasional “hell” or “damn”’. 


His teachers have done their work 
well for his is more than a minority 
voice within the most recent genera- 
tion. At the Assembly it was his 
delight in company with his less radical 
associates, to disguise the intent of 
certain motions with the language of 
praise, or bury them in obscure com- 
mittee recommendations — the while 
winning his point with adroit parlia- 
mentary maneuvers instead of honest 
persuasion. 


His “boo’s’”’ were heard when one 
sought to safeguard the evangelical 
content of literature and program ma- 
terials; and his shouted “no’s” echoed 
when another sought to have the As- 
sembly stand back of that minister 
who preaches the historic Faith of the 
Church as well as that one who de- 
fends the social pronouncements of 
the Church. 


He believes himself the man of 
spiritual destiny. He may be but our 
prayer is that the Lord be pleased 
to intervene. 
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Just how these things can be is il- 
lustrated by what the Commissioners 
did to Commissions on the Minister 
and his Work. In the closing moments 
of the meeting the Assembly voted 
against a motion introduced by its re- 
tiring Moderator, Dr. E. T. Thompson 
evidently because it did not wish to 
provide an excuse for Commissions to 
exercise more power than they al- 
ready have. The Assembly simply did 
not want its Permanent Committee or 
Presbyteries’ Commissions to consider 
themselves “watch-dogs” in the case 
of ministers who might feel embold- 
ened to climb out on a limb. But the 
same Assembly never gave a second 
thought to the importance of newly 
revised sections of the Book of Church 
Order dealing with Commissions — 
which it adopted and sent down to 
the Presbyteries without debate. 


On the whole, the Assembly was of 
a very sound mind, witness the way 
it rejected: proposals to alter its Mis- 
sions policy; overtures to reopen union 
i€gotiations; the request to participat” 
in the construction of a mammoth na- 
tional “cathedral” in Washington; the 
effort to introduce a pacifistic note in 
the decisions reached on atomic war- 
fare and international disarmament. 


It would be grossly unfair to evalu- 
ate the Assembly’s feelings about the 
National Council of Churches in terms 
of the actions taken. There was no 
debate on the question when it came 
up and the only speech made on the 
subject was by Dr. Wilbur Perry, a 
staff member of the NCC who took 
advantage of his privilege to address 
the Assembly, shortly before the vote 
was taken, to say, “To oppose the 
NCC is to oppose the Christian Church 
itself!” and “Those who are con- 
tinually in the minority (a question- 
able remark, inasmuch as well over 
half the missionaries in the world to- 
day, for instance, have no connection 
with the NCC) should examine them- 
selves whether they be not in the 
wrong!”’ 


And it would also be grossly unfair 
to measure the total opinion of the 
Assembly by the desegregation vote 
(which was so close that a switch of 
12 votes would have cast the question 
the other way). 


Several “sleepers” got by in the 
rush. One was a recommendation to 
appoint a permanent “Theological 
Committee”. From henceforth the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. will not 
only have a Constitution, it will also 
have a Supreme Court to interpret the 
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Constitution — and everyone ought 


Another thing which got by was a 
recommendation to make plans for a 
central treasury and even more equal- 
ization in benevolent giving than we 
already have. Somebody had better 
watch out. We recommend for par- 
allel reading: “The goose that laid 
the golden egg”’. 


The substitute motion which pre- 
vailed in the World Missions debate 
specifies that the Board shall be asked 
to invite representatives of other 
Church bodies to join it in its study 
of its own policy. We don’t think 
we need to call in the Methodists or 
the Disciples to tell us what our in- 
terpretation of the Great Commission 
shall be. 


The Stated Clerk was put on a com- 
mittee to work out problems in our 
relations with the Mexican Church. 
This was probably unavoidable as the 
Mexican Stated Clerk and the UPUSA 
Stated Clerk (his opposites) wield 
power that our Stated Clerk does not 
have. But we hate to see this first 
instance of our Stated Clerk begin- 
ning to act in an official capacity on 
behalf of the denomination as a whole. 


Finally, we could not help wonder- 
ing that the Assembly felt perfectly 
justified in passing on sex relations, 
birth control and labor relations, but 
felt itself lacking sufficient informa- 
tion to speak out on the subject of the 
election of a Roman Catholic Presi- 
dent! 


As we said earlier, there are many 
factors influencing an Assembly’s de- 
cisions! 


The Moderator, Dr. Boggs, was kind- 
ly, fair and flexible in his applica- 
cation of the rules of parliamentary 
procedure. If he allowed Commis- 
sioners to spout off in all directions, 
making motions before, during and af- 
ter their speeches, there was no harm 
done. 


And we would go on public record 
thanking the new Stated Clerk, Dr. 
James Millard, for cooperating with 
the Church press in a complete and 
helpful manner. That the Journal was 
able to keep the Commissioners so 
well appraised to things to come is 
largely due to the fact that he often 
went the “second mile” in keeping us 
supplied with news and developments. 


—G. A. T. 


A Layman And His Church 


SURRENDER TO FEAR 


One of the most ominous spectacles 
of recent years took place when 
70,000 Britons converged on London’s 
Trafalgar Square to protest against 
the H-bomb. 


That there was a generous infusion 
of crack-pots, professional pacifists 
and hangers on in the crowd goes 
without saying. But there were also 
a number of prominent citizens in- 
cluding some church leaders. 


The heart - searching problem is 
that these people represent a growing 
segment within the Western world 
who have chosen for themselves a 
hoped-for security rather than free- 
dom; potential Russian domination 
rather than resistance to the ideology 
of Communism at any cost; a fancied 
“safety” rather than resistance; the 
surrender of ideals, often bought at 
tremendous cost, in the face of con- 
flict for that which is right. 


Some novelists, churchmen and oth- 
ers are advocating the same course. 
Seeing the growing might of Russia 
they ask for negotiations with Russia 
on the best obtainable terms — but 
above all, negotiations to save the 
world from atomic death. 


This evidence of the lost soul of 
the world is depressing. No longer 
are ideals worth dying for. No long- 
er is righteousness more precious than 
life itself. No longer should men con- 
template taking a stand against evil 
if such a stand jeopardizes their 
precious hides. 


This moral decay; this obsession 
for peace at any price; this philosophy 
which would have emptied the arenas 
of the first Christian century and sent 
the “Christians” scurrying for obser- 
vation seats far removed from the 
lions; this desire for peace and com- 
fort bought at the price of principle, 
depicts a moral and spiritual sickness 
which, if unchecked, will lead the 
world into slavery. 


But do we deserve anything else? 
We in America are so obsessed with 
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ease, luxury, entertainment, “gracious 
living”, escapism through diversion, 
sex and money that we are neglecting 
the things from which courage, pa- 
triotism and convictions come. We 
may not have reached the stage of 
hysterical fear to be found in some 
countries close to Russia but we are 
increasingly prepared to compromise 
for the sake of a peace predicated on 
the hoped - for good will of a nation 
which has vowed to dominate the 
world. 


The Christian solution is one we 
hesitate to face. Greatness is a matter 
of the heart, the mind, the will, all 
centered in knowing and doing the 
will of Almighty God. A popular re- 
ligion which caters to comfort and 
peace has little of conviction at its 
core. Only too often the American 
pulpit is a reflection of those who sit 
in the pew, — an attitude of self con- 
gratulation that we have such a won- 
derful Santa Claus who gives us so 
much to enjoy. 


Most depressing of all is the confu- 
sion of reformation with regeneration. 
Many religions offer some forms and 
avenues of self reformation but only 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ demands 
confession, repentance and a new 
heart through faith in a Redeemer. A 
study of much that goes for “Chris- 
tianity” today reveals an absence of 
any conviction of, repentance for and 
recognition of sin as the heart-root of 
individual and world problems. We 
will accept Christ as an ethical teacher 
and social revolutionary but His blood- 
bought atonement on Calvary jars the 
esthetic sense and does violence to 
the concept of the innate goodness of 
man, so we bypass such old fashioned 
doctrines and turn to things more 
palpable to the human ego. 


And what happens? Having a form 
of godliness but denying the power 
thereof we substitute for the convic- 
tions born of faith in revealed truth 
a new religion which has little resem- 
blance to the faith which sent the dis- 


(Cont. on p. 15, Col. 3) 








LESSON FOR JUNE 5, 1960 


The Golden Rule 


Bible Material: Matthew 7:1-12; Luke 10:25-37 
Devotional Reading: James 2:8-17 


There are three “rules” by which men and nations 
can guide themselves: there is the “Iron Rule’, the 
rule of the oppressor and robber, the rule that says, 
“Might makes right”. It is the rule of the beast and 
the “beastly man” has adopted it. It is the rule pur- 
sued by the world-conquerors. Some nations still go 
by it and these are the nations that keep the world 
“on edge” all the time. Some men live by this rule. 
Of these some have been arrested and are in jail, 
others still prey upon their fellowmen. 


Then there is what we might call the “Wooden 
Rule”, the rule by which the selfish man guides his 
life. It says, I will look after myself and let others 
look after themselves. It asks the old question, “Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” It is the rule followed by 
most of mankind. It rather brags on the fact that 
“I attend to my own business and do not concern my- 
self about other’s”. “I have enough to do to attend to 
my own affairs.” 


Then, in today’s lesson, we have the “Golden Rule”: 
“Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the 
law and the prophets’, or as Phillips translates it, 
“Treat other people exactly as you would like to be 
treated by them”. This is the rule that Christ, the 
Master Teacher, gave for the guidance of His disciples. 
It takes a new heart, a “Golden Heart”, or a heart 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit, to follow this Golden 
Rule. 


We hear people say rather glibly, “I will just live by 
the Golden Rule and I think I will be all right. What 
need I of Christ?” Do such people realize what the 
Golden Rule really means and do they think they can 
follow it in their own strength? It will take all the 
grace that God can give to live and practice this Rule. 
I believe very firmly that only those who have been 
“born again” can follow where it leads. The first 
thing that such a rule suggests is, J am a sinner, and 
the second, J need a Savior, One who gives me a new 
heart, and forgives and cleanses from sin. The Golden 
Rule, like the rest of the Sermon on the Mount, is our 
schoolmaster to lead us to Christ, that we may be saved 
by His grace, and then taught to live by this Rule. 


Before taking up our lesson, turn to the Devotional 
Reading from James 2:8-17. “If ye fulfill the royal 
law according to the Scripture, “Thou shalt love thy 
neighbor as thyself’, ye do well”. In order to keep this 
“royal law” we will have to keep it in all its parts, 
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By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


and it is far-reaching in its full import and meaning. 
If we break one part we have broken the whole law. 
James goes on to tell us that faith without works is 
dead. Our faith, to be a living faith, must be fol- 
lowed by obedience. Abraham not only believed God, 
but he obeyed God. Suppose he had said to God, “I 
believe all you promise, but I will remain in Ur of the 
Chaldees. I am not ready to venture forth to a new 
land.” If he had reasoned this way he would never 
have been the “father of the faithful” which he became. 
So our faith and works must go together like the two 
oars on a rowboat. We must not merely say to a needy 
person, “Be ye warmed and filled”, but we must do 
something to help them. 


“I am certainly sorry”, said a man, as he watched 
his neighbor’s house burn to the ground. “How sorry 
are you?” asked another. “I will give a hundred dol- 
lars to help him”, said the first. “How much will you 
give?” Faith works by love, and love uses the Golden 
Rule. 


I. The Golden Rule: Its Meaning and Practice: 
Matthew 7:1-12 


“Treat other people exactly as you would like to 
be treated by them”: Jesus gives one instance of what 
this means in verses 1-5: “Judge not, that ye be not 
judged”. We do not like to be criticized; we must 
not criticize our brethren. It is so easy to fall into 
this habit of seeing the bad in others while we are 
blind to our own faults. “Or how wilt thou say to thy 
brother, Let me pull out the mote (a speck of sawdust) 
out of thine eye; and behold a beam (a plank) is in 
thine own eye?” Let us be sure the plank is removed 
from our eye before we remove the speck of sawdust 
from our brother’s eye. 


There are many other ways to apply this rule and 
see its meaning. We would like for others to treat us 
fairly and justly: then we must be fair and just in our 
treatment of them. We want our brethren to be kind 
and courteous to us: we should always be kind to them 
in speech and act. We would like for others to forgive 
us our mistakes and sins: we must be ready to forgive. 
We expect others to help us when we need help: it is a 
poor rule that does not work both ways. The Golden 
Rule is just another way of saying, “Thou shalt love 
thy neighbor as thyself’. Love works no ill to his 
neighbor. Love does all it can to help and bless other 
people. 


Suppose the Golden Rule were put into practice; 
what would be the result in the world? 


Suppose it were practiced by all the nations: notice 
the word, all. There would be universal peace. We 
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would need no other rule. If Russia and China and 
the United States and all the other countries would 
treat each other exactly as they would like to be 
treated, the burden of preparedness for war would be 
lifted and we could use these billions of dollars for 
the betterment of mankind instead of the destruction 
of mankind. Fear would fly away. Who could be 
afraid of a nation that practiced the Golden Rule? 
Suspicion and jealousy would vanish away. Who could 
be jealous of a nation that practiced the Golden Rule? 
We could trade with each other and visit without be- 
ing afraid of being mobbed. The world would be a 
real Paradise instead of a “Paradise for Thieves” as 
it seems to be in many spots today. 


Suppose the Golden Rule was practiced by all classes 
of people in our own nation? Our country would be 
free from the strife between labor and management. 
It would have to be followed by both. Our costly 
strikes would be ended and business would be on a 
firm basis. America is a “melting pot” for many races 
of people and there is more or less tension between 
these races. The Golden Rule would enable us all 
to live in peace with one another. If practiced by 
political parties it would change our government into 
a wonderful piece of machinery where constructive 
criticism would take the place of “playing politics” to 
the harm of all concerned. If the Golden Rule were 
the “Law of our Land” we would have an America 
that would be beautiful indeed. 


Suppose the Golden Rule was the Rule of our 
homes? The home problem is one of the most serious 
problems of our country. Our broken homes and 
divorce courts are the shame of America. The Golden 
Rule would prevent or heal all our broken homes. If 
practiced by husband and wife, father and mother and 
the children it would make these homes of ours “Little 
bits of Heaven”. I used to have a book called, WHEN 
HOME IS HEAVEN. There was a mine of good 
things in this book by Dr. Chapman. I am sure he 
would agree with me, were he alive, that the one way 
to make home like heaven would be to have as our 
motto this Rule which Jesus gave. I am sure that 
he would say with me that the only way to do this is 
to let Christ into our hearts and homes. To obey 
the Golden Rule would be to enthrone our Lord as 
the Master of our hearts. There can be no keeping 
of this rule without His presence with us. We cannot 
have a home guided by the Golden Rule without it 
being a Christian Home with a Family Altar. 


Suppose the Golden Rule had been and was today 
the Rule of the Church? We would not have had all 
those sad chapters in Church History when Christians 
quarrelled with and persecuted one another. Jesus 
prayed that we should be “one” and nothing could 
make us thus united like the Golden Rule which is the 
Rule of Love. Think of what it would mean for all 
the branches of the Church to put this rule into prac- 
tice! All jealousy and unwholesome rivalry would be 
gone. We would work together to build up the king- 
dom of God and we would face the enemy with cour- 
age as one great army marching to victory. Then, if 
we practiced this rule in our own churches between 
= it would make a big difference in our church 
ife. 


Finally, suppose each one of us were to use the Golden 


PAGE 11 / THE PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL / MAY 25, 1960 


Rule in our dealings with others? It would make us 
happy, I am sure. It would make our lives a rich bless- 
ing to those about us. We would be living letters 
known and read of all men. It would not be easy. 
It will take all the grace that God can give, my brother, 
to practice this rule. Christ will have to live in us. 


II. An Illustration of How It Works: Luke 10:25-37 


This parable was spoken in answer to the question of 
a certain lawyer, who, willing to justify himself, said 
unto Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” This Parable 
of the Good Samaritan is one of the most familiar of 
our Lord’s parables. Some twenty years ago I heard 
a Commencement address at Mitchell College and I 
will never forget the outline used by the speaker. In 
this parable, he said, we have “Three Philosophies of 
Life”: (1) The Philosophy of the Robbers: What is 
yours is mine, if I can get it. (2) The Philosophy of 
the Priest and Levite: What is mine, is mine, and I am 
going to keep it. (3) The Philosophy of the Samaritan: 
What is mine is God’s, I will give it. You can easily 
see how well it fits the parable. 


There are nations and men who do as these robbers 
did; they prey upon their neighbors. We read about 
them every day in our papers. There are others who 
“pass by on the other side”. They do not concern 
themselves with the distress or need of their fellowmen. 
Perhaps these represent the mass of selfish mankind. 
Then there are the “Good Samaritans” who do all they 
can to help in time of need. Your neighbor is some- 
one who needs you. We are to “go, and do likewise.” 
In other words, the Good Samaritan was practicing the 
Golden Rule. Blessed are we, if we do this! 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR JUNE 5, 1960 


YOUTH WORK 








By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Chureh Comes To Life 


Scripture—Joel 2:28-29 and Acts 2:1-13 

Suggested Hymns— 
“I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord” 
“Holy Ghost, with Light Divine” 
“Seal Us, O Holy Spirit” 

Program Leader’s Introduction: 


Today is the day of Pentecost. What does it mean? 
To the Jew it was the feast which came fifty days after 
the Passover. It was called the Feast of Weeks because 
it came seven weeks, or a “week of weeks” after the Pass- 
over. It marked the completion of the grain harvest, 
and, according to the later Jews, it commemorated the 
giving of the Law at Sinai. 


Is Pentecost meaningful to Christians? It is. On the 
day of Pentecost, after the Lord’s resurrection, the 
promise of the Spirit was fulfilled in the lives of the 
disciples. The disciples were filled with grief when 
they learned that Christ was to be taken from them, 
but He promised to send the Spirit to be with them for- 
ever (John 16:6,7). Pentecost is sometimes referred to 
as the birthday of the Church, or as the day when 
the Church came to life. There is value in these ideas, 
but they can also be misleading. The idea of the 
Church was not new to Christ and His disciples. The 
congregation of Israel was referred to as the “Church”. 
We do not find the English word “Church” in the Old 
Testament, but in the Greek translation of the Old 
Testament which was in use at the time of Christ’s 
earthly ministry there is repeated use of the same word 
that is translated “Church” in our English New Testa- 
ment. The experience at Pentecost made a tremendous 
difference in the life of the Church, but it is a mistake 
to leave the impression that the Church came into 
being out of nothing on that day. Pentecost saw the 
transformation of the Church. Just as Christianity is 
the fulfillment and completion of Judaism, so the New 
Testament Church (beginning at Pentecost) is the ful- 
fillment and completion of the Old Testament Church. 


We have indicated that Pentecost brought about 
some very significant changes in the life and work of 
the Church. Our speakers will describe some of these 
changes for us. 


First Speaker: 


A new Presence came into the life of the Church on 
the day of Pentecost . . . the Holy Spirit. This was 
in fulfillment of the promise which Jesus had made 
to His disciples. (Read John 14:16-18). We are not 
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to gather from this that the Holy Spirit came into ex- | 


istence for the first time on the day of Pentecost, or 
that He was unknown by men until that time. The 
Holy Spirit makes His first appearance in the Bible 
in the work of creation. (Read Gen. 1:2). The Holy 
Spirit is found in all parts of the Bible creating, em- 
powering, strengthening, and inspiring. The faithful 
people of God had been experiencing the Spirit of 
God since the very beginning of their history. The 
existence and work of the Spirit were not new ideas 
to Christ’s followers, but there was something new 
about their experience of the Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost. 


At Pentecost believers in Christ came to know the 
Holy Spirit as the life principle of Christians. He 
became their life-giver, the One who applied the sal- 
vation of Christ, the One who in-dwelled them. (Read 
John 14:19-20). It was in the Person of the Holy 
Spirit that Christ came and lived in those who be- 
lieved in Him. This is what Paul had in mind when 
he wrote to the Galatians. (Read Gal. 2:20). Jesus 
promised, “Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” This promise is mysteriously ful- 
filled by the living of the Holy Spirit in the lives of 
believers. 


Second Speaker: 


A new power was received by the Church at Pente- 
cost. During their years with Christ on earth, the dis- 
ciples had found themselves to be pitifully weak at 
crucial times. The Lord promised that power would 
be given them after His departure. (Read Luke 24:49 
and Acts 1:8). The coming of the Holy Spirit on the 
day of Pentecost fulfilled this promise. 


If anyone doubts the reaiity of the spiritual power 
that followed Pentecost, let him read the remainder 
of the book of Acts. Immediately after their experience 
with the Spirit Peter stood up and preached to the 
assembled multitude with courage, authority, and effec- 
tiveness. This was the same cowardly Peter who only 
a short time before had denied that he even knew 
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side down.” 


cost. 
Third Speaker: 


On the day of Pentecost the Church was made aware 
of its new purpose, and it began to work toward that 
In Joel 2:28 the promise was made that the 
Lord would pour out His Spirit on “all flesh”. The 
stress should fall on the word “all”. 
tion of Israel had never been a missionary Church. It 
was a national Church, confined to the Jewish nation. 
A Gentile could come into this Church only if he 
submitted to the laws of Judaism. They had not looked 


purpose. 


Jesus. These servants of Christ were few in number, and, 
humanly speaking, they were of limited abilities. After 
they received the power of the Spirit, they soon became 
so effective in their work for Christ that their enemies 
referred to them as those “who turned the world up- 
The only way to account for the mar- 
velous growth and influence of the Christian Church 
is to look to the power of the Holy Spirit which has 
continued to be given to those who believe since Pente- 





is still in effect. 


toward the day, which the Old Testament predicted, 
when the Gentiles would be admitted into the fellow- 
ship and sing the praises of the true God. There was 
no need for missionary work when the only way to 
come into the Jewish Church, except for a few prose- 
lytes, was to be born into it, and everyone who was 
born a Jew was in the Church. Pentecost changed 
that. Christ gave a new order. (Read Acts 1:8). The 
order went into effect on the day of Pentecost, and it 
The new purpose of the Church is 


to witness, and the purpose of the witnessing is to 
bring the lost to salvation through faith in Christ. 


The congrega- 


the Nations”.) 


We keep the day of Pentecost properly not only by 
looking back to the significance of that wonderful 
event of so long ago, but by continuing to fulfill the 
purpose which the Lord gave His Church on that day. 
The only Church which really keeps Pentecost is a 
witnessing Church. 


(For a closing hymn sing “We've a Story to Tell to 





PRESBYTERY MEETINGS 


LIVINGSTON, Ala. — Tuscaloosa 
Presbytery met in its Spring session 
April 19, in the Hadden church here. 
The Rev. Chilton F. Thorington, of 
Selma, was elected Moderator. 


The Trustees of the Presbytery were 
given the authority to effect the in- 
corporation of the Presbytery, in order 
to purchase and develop a proposed 
camp site near York. Mr. Edward W. 
Mullins, a member of the Covenant 
church, Tuscaloosa, was received as a 
candidate for the ministry. 


—Rev. Oliver N. Hamby, S. C. 





LAURINBURG, N. C.—Wilmington 
Presbytery has approved a campaign 
to develop a $200,000 camp and con- 


ference center at Watha, near Burgaw, 
N. C. 


At its Spring meeting, April 19, 
the Presbytery elected Elder Ramey 
Davis, of the Wildwood church, Mod- 
erator. 

—Rev. J. S. Walkup, P.C. 





HILLSBORO, W. Va. — Greenbrier 
Presbytery had a strong Missions em- 
phasis in its Spring meeting, April 19. 
Two lectures by Dr. Frank W. Price 
and a report by Korea missionary the 
Rev. R. K. Robinson highlighted the 
program in the Oak Grove Presby- 
terian church here. 


The Rev. Phillip R. Newell, of the 
Alexander Memorial, Baxter, Cass and 


Liberty churches, was elected Modera- 
tor. The Rev. Robert D. Barnes, for- 
mer pastor of the Huttonsville and 
Mill Creek churches, having accepted 
ordination in the Protestant Episcopal 
church, was dropped from the roll 
of the Presbytery. (See account of 
Assembly’s action, p. 4 this issue.) 


—Rev. W. Graham Wood, Jr., P.C. 





MONTGOMERY, Ala. — East Ala- 
bama Presbytery dissolved one church 
(Roanoke) and took steps to organize 
another (Green Hills, at Enterprise) 
in its Spring meeting, April 19. The 
Green Hills congregation will be 
launched with 65 charter members. 


Presbytery elected Elder Henry Neil 
Segrest of Tuskegee its Moderator. 
The Moderator-in-nomination, the Rev. 
W. K. Blake, died two days before 
the meeting of the Presbytery. A new 
car, which had been purchased for 
Mr. Blake to be presented at the meet- 
ing on the occasion of his retirement 
as Superintendent of Home Missions, 
was presented to Mrs. Blake with ex- 
pressions of the deep affection of the 
Presbytery. Elder Mack Freeman, of 
Wetumpka was elected Executive 
Secretary, effective July 1, with spe- 
cial responsibilities in the areas of 
Home Missions and Evangelism. 

—Rev. J. William Stork, S.C. 





HANDSBORO, Miss. — Meridian 
Presbytery approved the creation of 


a new congregation by the merger of 
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a US with a UPUSA congregation 
during its Spring meeting, April 19. 
Elder Harold Barber, of the Gulfport 
church, was elected Moderator. 


— E. Watson Wood, S.C. 





SAVANNAH, Ga.—Savannah Pres- 
bytery met in the Bona Bella church 
here on April 19, with the Rev. Clar- 
ence G. Durham, Moderator. A me- 
morial service for the Rev. C. C. 
Shafe was held. Candidate John Law 
was transferred to Atlanta Presbytery 
and Candidate Bruce Crouch, to South 
Carolina Presbytery. The pastoral re- 
lation between the Rev. David E. 
Boozer and the Flemington church 
was dissolved in order that he might 
accept the call of the First Church, 
Brunswick, as Assistant Pastor. 


—Rev. L. A. Beckman, Jr., S.C. 





BURLINGTON, N. C.—Orange Pres- 
bytery conducted routine business 
during its Spring meeting, April 21, 
in the Shiloh church here. The Rev. 
Carl H. Stark, Jr., was elected Mod- 
erator. The Rev. Lawrence W. Avent 
was received from Potomac Presby- 
tery to become pastor of the Crest- 
wood church and the Rev. James E. 
Bearss was received from Winston- 
Salem Presbytery to become Assistant 
Pastor of the First Church, Burlington. 


—Rev. R. H. Stone, S.C. 





MT. HOLLY, N. C.—Kings Moun- 
tain Presbytery approved an increase 






in the minimum salary for pastors, to 
$4,400.00 for a single man, encour- 
aged the organization of a Negro 
church in Shelby, appointed a com- 
mittee to study the advisability of 
setting up an office of Executive 
Secretary for the Presbytery. 


The Moderator was the Rev. Charles 
E. Kirkpatrick, of Forest City. 


—Rev. W. C. Neel, S.C. 





STATESVILLE, N. C. — Concord 
Presbytery met in the beautiful new 
chapel and fellowship building of the 
First Church, Morganton, on April 19, 
with the Rev. W. H. Matheson, Marion, 
as Moderator. 


Plans were made for the summer 
camping program at Camp Grier, near 
Old Fort, under the Rev. J. Clyde 
Plexico, Jr., Chairman of Christian 
Education. Presbytery also heard from 
Dr. Marshall S. Woodson, new Presi- 
dent of the Edgar Tufts Memorial 
Assn., Banner Elk, whom it also re- 
ceived from Fayetteville Presbytery. 


—Rev. Thompson B. Southall, S.C. 





VINTON, Va. — During its 256th 
Stated Meeting, April 19, Montgomery 
Presbytery created an office of Di- 
rector of Christian Education and 
called the Rev. James M. Kennedy of 
the Falling Spring church to be the 
first Director. The Rev. H. M. Wash- 
burn is the new Moderator of Presby- 
tery. The next meeting will be held 
in the Montvale church, July 26. 


— Rev. E. W. Smith, S. C. 





CHURCH OCCUPIES 
NEW BUILDING 


TROY, Ala. — Members of the Troy 
church, organized in 1878, recently 
held their first worship services in a 
beautiful $60,000 first unit of a proj- 
ected program on property adjacent 
to the Troy State College campus. The 
Rev. Joseph C. Whitner is the pastor. 





MISSIONARY BRIEFS 


BRAZIL — The Rev. and Mrs. 
Ernest Edward Gilmore, of the East 
Brazil Mission, were scheduled to ar- 
rive in Miami, Fla. on May 12 for 
regular furlough. 


CONGO — The following mission- 
aries are scheduled to resume their 
work after return from furlough in 


the United States: Miss Virginia Al- 
len, Miss Margaret McMurray, Miss 
Margaret Moore. 


TAIWAN — Miss Charlotte A. Dun- 
lap is back on the field after furlough. 


JAPAN — Miss Mary Catherine 
Fultz and Miss Elizabeth McNeill are 
back on the field following furlough. 


TAIWAN — Dr. and Mrs. Paul 
Alexander have arrived in this coun- 
try for regular furlough. They will 
locate in Greenwood, Ind., while at 
home. 


TEXAS SYNOD SCHEDULED 


AUSTIN, Tex. — This is to advise 
that the One Hundred Fifth Session 
of the Synod of Texas, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S. will convene at Austin 
College, Sherman, Texas, May 24-26, 
1960. 

—Rev. E. A. Dean, S. C. 





SPECIAL SERVICES 
AT MONTREAT 


MONTREAT, N. C. — Pre-Easter 
services were conducted in the Mon- 
treat Church this year for the first 
time in the history of the church. 
Practically everyone in the community, 
who was able, attended, and the stu- 
dents of the Montreat-Anderson Col- 


lege cooperated fully, using these serv- 
ices as their Spring Spiritual Emphasis 
period. 


On Maundy Thursday evening the 
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was § 
administered, and before the admin- 
istration, members of the Communi- 
cants’ Class made their profession of 
faith. One of the college girls, Ella 
Mae Miller, professed her faith in § 
Christ and was baptized. 


There was an unusual feature in | 
connection with the Communicants’ 
Class. All four were Children of the 
Covenant, but none had received bap- 
tism in this country: Susan and Alex- J 
ander Farkas were baptized in Italy, 
Geze Soos in Switzerland, and Stephen 
Wilkerson in Formosa. The Class was 
also unusual in the splendid training 
they had received from their parents 
and teachers. 


Dr. A. F. Fogartie is pastor of the 
Montreat Church. 








No man can bring another man ™ 


closer to Christ than he is himself. 
—Dwight L. Moody 





It does 


my heart 
good. 


It makes a fellow feel real good 
inside to see what goes on in 
our Sunday school. You can be 
proud of the way our teachers 
lead their pupils and of the 
eager expressions on the chil- 
dren’s faces. You can be proud 
of a church that considers its 
educational program a vital 
part of its ministry and pro- 
vides for it the best in educa- 
tional literature. 
Our Presbyterian literature inspires the confidence 
of those who use it—you’ll find it in 95 per cent of 
our churches—confidence that only theologically 
sound, educationally effective literature can inspire. 





BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION * PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 


BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 
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NEW ASSIGNMENT 
IN URBAN DEPT. 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — Mr. 
Hal Hyde, secretary of the Urban 
Church Department of the Board of 
Church Extension here has announced 
the arrival on April 1 of an assistant 
in his department, James Earhart of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Earhart, who only recently received 
his master’s degree in city planning 
from Georgia Tech, is a graduate of 
the University of Cincinnati in 1958. 
He is a member of Druid Hills Pres- 
byterian Church in Atlanta. For the 
last two summers he has been em- 
ployed by the City Planning Commis- 
sion of Cincinnati. The summer pre- 
vious he worked for the Department 
of City Planning of Pensacola, Fla. 


His work for the Department in 
Atlanta will deal with survey and 
church location. 





ASSEMBLY—1from p. 6 


that Evangelical youth movements 
such as Youth For Christ and Young 
Life be “‘studied” was answered in the 
affirmative. And a final overture re- 
lating to “confronting our youth with 
the challenge of the need for more 
ministers and missionaries” was an- 
swered in the negative in view of the 
recent establishment of a new depart- 
ment of Recruiting for Church Voca- 
tions in the Board of Christian Educa- 
tion, the Rev. James O. Speed, Jr., Di- 
rector. 


New policies adopted by the Trustees 
of Montreat, whereby the Assembly 
shall henceforth elect all trustees of 
Montreat; and whereby Boards and 
Agencies shall have full responsibility 
for and control over conferences they 
conduct, was approved. 


The new Director of the Depart- 
ment of Campus Christian Life was 
introduced to the Assembly, Dr. Rob- 
ert Buford, formerly of Gaffney, S. C. 


Also introduced for a brief word 
to the Assembly was Miss Ann Myers, 
a senior at Southwestern and Mod- 
erator of the Assembly’s Youth Coun- 
cil. 


CHURCH EXTENSION 


The report of the Committee on 
Church Extension was adopted with- 
In connection with the 


out debate. 


report, Dr. P. D. Miller, Executive 
Secretary said, “Forty years from now 
the Presbyterian Church, U.S. is go- 
ing to be strong in whatever areas it 
is going to build during the next 
decade”. He also told the Assembly 
that there has been a 35% net growth 
during the past decade, during which 
the average congregation has increased 
in size some 21% (from 181 members 
to 220 members). If the members 
of all those churches that were not 
even born at the beginning of this 
decade were today gathered into one 
synod it would be the 4th largest 
synod in the denomination with over 
100,000 members, Dr. Miller declared. 


Monday Evening 
WOMEN’S WORK 


The report on Women’s Work rec- 
ommended that overtures asking the 
women to restore their program year 
to the calendar year be answered in 
the negative. As it adopted this re- 
port the Assembly heard briefly from 
the newly elected Executive Secre- 
tary of the Board of Women’s Work, 
Miss Evelyn Green. 


CHRISTIANITY AND HEALTH 


The Assembly adopted recommenda- 
tions asking for further study of the 
relation of Christianity and health in 
the areas of the use of tobacco and 
tranquilizing drugs. It also urged upon 
the Church a closer cooperation be- 
tween pastors and the members of the 
healing professions. 


MINISTER AND HIS WORK 


The last item of work taken up by 
the Assembly was a supplement to 
the report of the Committee on the 
Minister and his Work replying to a 
resolution introduced by Dr. William 
H. Kadel, Orlando, Fla. The Kadel 
resolution had sought to line up the 
support of the Assembly behind those 
ministers who “speak the mind of the 
Assembly in love” and thereby “find 
their positions jeopardized”. It would 
have called on the Permanent Com- 
mittee on the Minister and his Work 
to “explore ways and means by which 
the Church at large may stand sig- 
nificantly behind our ministers at such 
times” and would have encouraged 
ministers and elders to tell the Com- 
mittee whenever they hear of “indi- 
vidual circumstances of this type’’. 


The Standing Committee, through 
its Chairman, Dr. Mare C. Weersing, 
Spartanburg, S. C., reported negative- 
ly on the resolution, recommending 
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that the Assembly adopt a statement 
to the effect that the Committee has 
been working in this area and will 
continue to work in this area of in- 
terest. 


Dr. E. T. Thompson moved that the 
original resolution be substituted for 
the recommendation of the Standing 
Committee. During the course of the 
debate which ensued, Elder Kent 
Kelly moved to amend the original 
resolution by adding a phrase calling 
on the Assembly to stand back of its 
ministers not only when they “speak 
the mind of the Assembly” on social 
issues, but also when they stand for 
the historic Reformed position of the 
Church. This amendment was shouted 
down. The Assembly then voted down 
the substitute and adopted the Stand- 
ing Committee’s report. 


After hearing the report of its Reso- 
lutions Committee through the Chair- 
man, Dr. J. R. Taylor, the Assembly 
was led in its closing worship by the 
Moderator and, for the first time in 
16 years, adjourned a day early. 





LAYMAN—tfrom p. 9 


ciples out to evangelize their world 
and which has produced martyrs, pa- 
triots and saints with wills of iron 
stemming from convictions without 
compromise. 


We need a renewed vision of the 
city built without hands, eternal in 
the heavens; a city reserved for those 
who with humble hearts and convinced 
minds stand on the unalterable prin- 
ciples to be found in the Word of God 
— men and women bought with the 
blood of their Redeemer, to whom the 
will of a holy God is supreme law and 
from Whom there proceeds those qual- 
ities of character which have in each 
generation produced men willing to 
buck the tide of popular opinion for 
the sake of ideals which have their 
roots in the eternal. 


To such the H-bomb has no terror. 
Their concern is that they may know 
and do the will of God — regardless 
of the cost. 


—L. N. B. 





For 
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The Bible Truth Messenger 
Swengel, Pa. 
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MINISTERS 


Alvis M. Daniel, Wildwood, N. C., 
will become pastor of the Provi- 
dence Parish, Louisa, Va., June 8. 


Harry E. Smith, Minister to Stu- 
dents, University of N. C., will 
continue his graduate studies at 
Drew University this fall on a Kent 
fellowship. 


F. Ray Riddle, New Orleans, La., 
has accepted a call to become Ex- 
ecutive of Memphis Presbytery. 


Robert Bluford, from Gaffney, S. C., 
to Richmond, Va., as Director of 
Campus Christian Life. 


William J. Fogleman, Director of 
Christian Education for the Synod of 
Arkansas will become Professor of 
Religious Education at Austin Semi- 
nary. 


Harry E. Flowers, from Gloucester, 
Va., to the Third Woodland church, 
Louisville, Ky. 


Harry V. McCulloch, St. Joseph, 
Mo., has retired and will make his 
home in Horton, Kans. 





LETTERS 
MISSION AND MESSAGE 


_ Thank you for your splendid article 
(May 4), “Have the Church’s Message 
and Mission Changed?” I have just 
re-read it and praise God for it. May 
God arouse our whole Church to see 
the dreadful errors you expose, and 
other errors which are threatening us 
today. 
——(Rev.) Walter Somerville 
Gastonia, N. C. 





THE SHORTER CATECHISM 


After reading a notice in a 
recent issue of the Journal con- 
cerning one congregation’s use of 
the Shorter Catechism, I decided to 
share with you our practice. For more 
than a year, now, we have had a 
question and answer from the Cate- 
chism as a regular part of the 11:00 


o’clock worship hour on Sunday. We 
also just completed printing in the 
bulletin the entire Confession of Faith 
(without the proof texts). 


—(Rev.) Richard Allen Bodey 
North Tonawanda, N. Y. 





MORE FROM THE SEMINARIES 


We want to express our appreciation 
for your excellent publication which 
you are making available to theological 
students here in the North as well as 
the South. Although we do not agree 
with everything you have to say, we 
very much appreciate the stand you 
take. Some of your articles have been 
nothing short of tremendous! We have 
especially appreciated your series on 
the Christian life and many other of 
the special features in the past seven 
months in which we have been readers. 


I am anxious to inquire into the 
possibility of continuing to receive 
your publication throughout the sum- 
mer months. I do hope something can 
be arranged for receiving issues dur- 
ing the summer even if these have to 
be sent to me at another address and 
distributed personally. Your enlighten- 
ing and provocative magazine has con- 
tinued to win many friends here and 
the copies seem to disappear faster 
each week! 

—James R. Hervey 
Rodney M. Murray 
W. Franklin Sparks 
Kenneth MacLeod 
C. P. Wright 
Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary 


It has been our pleasure for several 
years, to send the JOURNAL on an in- 
dividual basis to seminary students 
throughout the summer months if they 
will just let us have their addresses. 


—Ed. 





FAITHFUL TO .. .? 


Aim Higher! In your “filler” please 
refer to the Presbyterian Journal as 
“A magazine with a positive, fearless, 
honest message—faithful to the HEAD 
of the Church it serves.” 

—T. Shep Clark 
Augusta, Ga. 


Thank you. Our reference to the 
“Presbyterian Church” was (and is al- 
ways) to the idea] body not to the 
particular machine. With Christ al- 
ways above all, we also love the 
Presbyterian Church.—Ed. 


LET THERE BE LIGHT .. .? 


I would like to share with you 
what the study of Dr. Sherrard Rice’s 
book, LET THERE BE LIGHT, is un- 
covering in the churches of our city. 
As his suggestions are followed in 
small study groups out of the total 
adult membership, and as ministers 
are giving introductory talks to the 
whole group before dividing into 
smaller units, it is proving heart- 
sickening as well as enlightening to 
realize the rampant unbelief in the 
Word of God among our church mem- 
bership. Only a very small minority 
take the Bible as the inspired Word 
of God. Few really believe in the 
actual existence of our first parents, 
despite the confirmation of the new 
Testament record. Truly, an “enemy 
hath done this!” 


—Miss Dorothy Strauss 
Columbia, S. C. 
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UNITARIAN NOT SO BAD? 


In answer to Mrs. P. J. Kidd of 
Austin about a Unitarian for Presi- 
dent it may be mentioned that John 
Adams, Jefferson, John Q. Adams, 
Fillmore, and Taft were all Unitarians. 
Possibly included is Lincoln.... A 
Unitarian may or may not believe in 
Jesus as the Presbyterians do... . 
Though Unitarians number one tenth 
of one percent of the country’s popu- 
lation, they represent one third of 
the names in the Hall of Fame. 


—J. B. Reynolds 
Asheville, N. C. 


We would hate to measure the spiritual 
or the eternal validity of any theology 
by the political, economic or scientific 
record of these United States.—Ed. 





FATHERHOOD OF GOD 


Your editorial on “The Fatherhood 
of God” (April 6) has helped, at 
last, to set me straight in a matter 
that has troubled me for a long while. 
It seems so plain now with the Scrip- 
ture texts you give. Many thanks and 
may God’s blessing be with you in 
your effort to keep us right with 
God. 

—Mrs. Conie McElroy 

Weaverville, N .C. 
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A man may be almost saved -yet én- 
tirely lost. 
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